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Procedure Is Power
How deadlines, notice, records and sequence decide outcomes — a practical guide for

anyone handling a court case, an agency matter, a dispute or a contract without losing

ground to procedural mistakes.

The core idea. Being right is not enough. Rights become remedies only when a matter reaches the

proper forum, through the proper vehicle, on time, with a record the decision-maker can actually

use. Most people lose not because their position was wrong, but because a deadline passed, a

notice could not be proven, or the record did not show what happened.

1. The five threshold questions

Before arguing the merits, test the threshold. A strong argument in the wrong place, by the wrong

person, or at the wrong time often goes nowhere.

Question What to check

Forum Is this the right court, agency or decision-maker for this kind of issue and this

amount?

Jurisdiction and

venue

Does this body have power over the subject and the parties, and is this the

correct location?

Standing and

capacity

Is the person acting actually entitled to bring or answer the matter, in the right

role?

Authority If someone acts for a company, estate or another person, can the authority be

shown in writing?

Timing Is the matter ripe, and are all deadlines still open?

2. Anatomy of any matter

1. Facts — what happened, in date order, without conclusions.

2. Issues — the specific questions the decision-maker must answer. The issue should be narrower than

the story.

3. Rules — the statute, regulation, contract term or court rule that governs each issue.

4. Record — the documents, testimony and exhibits that prove the facts.

5. Remedy — the exact relief you are asking for, sized to what the forum can grant now.
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3. Deadlines: time quietly reallocates rights

Every date needs an owner. Write each deadline on a calendar with a reminder several days ahead.

Know when the clock starts — often on the date of service, not the date you read the paper.

Silence is a choice. Not responding to a summons, notice or motion usually lets the other side win by

default.

Ask for more time before a deadline passes, in writing and with a reason, rather than after.

4. Notice and service: if you cannot prove it, it did not happen

Use delivery methods that create proof — certified mail with return receipt, courier tracking, court e-

filing, or the methods a contract or rule requires.

Keep copies of everything you send, with dates and proof of delivery.

When you receive papers, record the date, how they arrived, and every deadline they state.

5. Building the record

Record outranks recollection. Keep one organized file per matter: a timeline, a document index, and

copies in date order.

Separate facts from conclusions. "The heater stopped working on January 3" is a fact; "the landlord

doesn't care" is a conclusion.

Lay a foundation for each exhibit — who created it, when, and how you obtained it.

Sworn statements (affidavits and declarations) must be truthful and based on personal knowledge;

they support a case but do not decide it.

6. In the hearing

1. Arrive early with three copies of each exhibit — for the judge, the other side and you.

2. State the issue, the rule and the relief you want in a few sentences.

3. Answer the question asked. Stay respectful and specific.

4. Object when something improper comes in — a point not raised in time may be lost.

5. Make sure you understand the ruling and any new deadline before you leave; ask for a written order.
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7. After a decision

Read the order carefully and calendar every date it sets.

Reconsideration and appeal deadlines are short and strictly enforced — in some Georgia matters

only days. Check immediately.

Comply with orders while you challenge them, unless a court grants a stay.

Document closure — a matter is not finished until the file shows how it ended and what, if anything,

continues.

8. Agencies, businesses and contracts

Agencies usually require you to use their internal appeal steps first ("exhaust remedies") before

going to court, and the agency's record is what a court later reviews.

Contracts often set their own notice addresses, cure periods and dispute steps — follow them

exactly.

Businesses and organizations act through documented authority: minutes, resolutions, delegations

and signed approvals.

9. When something goes wrong

Name the defect precisely — late filing, defective service, wrong forum, missing exhibit — then find the

rule and the cure: an amendment, renewed service, a motion for relief or an agreed extension. Act

quickly and candidly; courts are more receptive to prompt, specific correction than to excuses.

Afterward, fix the checklist or calendar gap so it does not repeat.

10. Working maxims

Maxim Meaning

Procedure outranks emotion. Steps, notice, timing and proof move a matter — strong feeling

does not.

The threshold governs the merits. Check forum, standing and authority first.

Assertion is not proof. Titles and claims of power need a documentary chain.

Use the smallest adequate tool. Narrow, supportable requests succeed where oversized ones

fail.

One file should tell the story. A neutral reviewer should understand the matter from the

record alone.

The next step matters more than the

speech.

Take the action that changes your position.
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Matter control checklist

1. Write the timeline of facts in date order.

2. List every deadline with its source and an owner.

3. Identify the forum, the parties and their roles.

4. State each issue as a question.

5. Find the governing rule for each issue.

6. Index your documents and exhibits.

7. Keep proof of every notice sent and received.

8. State the exact relief you want.

9. Get free legal help early when the stakes are high.

10. Close the file with the final order and any continuing duties.

Free official resources

Need Where to go

Court information and self-

help

Georgia Courts — georgiacourts.gov, and your county court clerk

Federal court forms and

guides

U.S. Courts — uscourts.gov

Read statutes and rules Cornell Legal Information Institute — law.cornell.edu; Georgia General

Assembly — legis.ga.gov

Free civil legal help (metro

Atlanta)

Atlanta Legal Aid — atlantalegalaid.org

Find legal aid nationwide Legal Services Corporation — lsc.gov

Find a licensed Georgia

attorney

State Bar of Georgia — gabar.org

Related guides: Paperwork Myths explains why private notices and status declarations are not

substitutes for proper procedure. Georgia Tenant Rights applies these principles to the eviction

process.

Public educational edition adapted from the Procedure Is Power manual. General education only — not legal advice, and

no attorney-client relationship is created. Court rules and deadlines differ by court and change over time; always check
the current rules for your court or agency, and consult a licensed attorney when your rights, home, money or freedom

are at stake. Reviewed October 12, 2026.
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